
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Laws of Minnesota 2016 Accomplishment Plan

D ate: No vemb er 28, 2018

P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: Forest Habitat Protection Revolving Account

Fund s  Reco mmend ed : $ 1,000,000

Manag er's  Name: Christine Ostern
T itle: Forest Legacy Program Coordinator
O rg anizatio n: MN DNR Forestry
Ad d ress : 525 Lake Avenue South 
Ad d ress  2: Paulucci Office Building, Suite 415 
C ity: Duluth, MN 55802
O ff ice Numb er: 218-302-3253
Email: christine.ostern@state.mn.us

Leg is lative C itatio n: ML 2016, C h. 172, Art. 1, S ec. 2, S ub d . 3(h)

Ap p ro p riatio n Lang uag e: $1,000,000 the second year is to the commissioner of natural resources to acquire lands in fee and permanent
conservation easements for wildlife habitat purposes, for forest consolidation and connective corridor purposes, or to prevent forest
fragmentation under Minnesota Statutes, section 86A.05, subdivision 7. Proceeds from any subsequent sale of lands acquired with this
appropriation must be used for the purposes of this appropriation. Any sale proceeds remaining unused upon close of the appropriation
availability must be returned to the outdoor heritage fund. A list of proposed land acquisitions must be provided as part of the required
accomplishment plan. Unless otherwise provided, this appropriation is available until June 30, 2022. For acquisition of real property, this
appropriation is available until June 30, 2023, if a binding agreement with a landowner or purchase agreement is entered into by June 30,
2022, and closed no later than June 30, 2023. Of this amount, up to $50,000 is to establish a monitoring and enforcement fund as approved in
the accomplishment plan and subject to Minnesota Statutes, section 97A.056, subdivision 17. A list of permanent conservation easements
must be provided as part of the final report.

C o unty Lo catio ns: Becker, Cass, Hubbard, Itasca, St. Louis, and Wadena.

Eco  reg io ns  in which wo rk  wil l  take p lace:

Northern Forest

Activity typ es:

Protect in Easement

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Forest

Abstract:

This proposal would acquire forest lands of significant natural resource and strategic location values and then resell those same lands
previously acquired with this grant, subject to a Conservation Easement. Process would be repeated with land sale proceeds.

Design and scope of  work:

Discussion of the Problem: There are many privately owned, forested parcels across the state that contain important habitat and other
conservation values that make them desirable for either fee or conservation easement protection. Their value as conservation lands are
many: These lands provide: 1) Access to state lands for resource management and for the recreating public; 2) Critical habitat for
species of concern; 3) Connecting corridors between habitat blocks; 4) Key in holdings in larger blocks of forestland; or 5) Productive
working forest that support local timber jobs. For some parcels, full fee ownership may be the most desirable option but for others, an
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easement interest may be sufficient to address our conservation goals and generally result in more efficient, cost-effective protection
for selected parcels. These parcels may become available for sale by the owners who may only consider a sale in fee, but not an
easement sale. In those cases, we either have to buy in fee or pass on the parcel. 

This proposal is an attempt to expand the toolbox for those parcels where fee sales are the only option. Under this proposal the state
would: 
1. Identify lands of interest and interested sellers. Year 1 and ongoing. Several potential parcels of interest have been identified in the
parcel list. Other parcels will be considered for the final selection. 
2. Acquire the forest land in fee. Years 1-4. Up to 16 parcels will be targeted. 
3. Develop the conservation easement appropriate to the parcel. Years 1-5. 
4. Resell the lands subject to the conservation easement. Years 2-5. Estimated cost to sell parcels is approximately $13,600/parcel. 
5. Dedicate funds for conservation stewardship. Years 2-5. 
6. Repeat the process with the sale proceeds as time allows or return the remaining funds. Years 2-5. We estimate that parcels will
resell for between 40-60%  of initial purchase price depending on final easement terms. 

Easements secured under this program would be perpetual and would be drafted to protect the essential habitat, access, and other
conservation values of the individual tracts. Forests would be protected from conversion to non-forest uses. Depending on the site,
limited public assess through the property to other public lands may be secured, but for most parcels public access for hunting and
fishing would not be provided. The conservation easement would limit those developments and activities that negatively impact habitat
values and would require forest stewardship plans that guide the landowners' use of the property. Hunting camps and possibly cabins,
appropriately located, may be allowed to encourage those traditional forest uses such as hunting and fishing. 

Outcomes for this project include: 1. Increased management access and public access to public lands; 2. Habitat protection; 3.
Connectivity of habitats and the prevention of forest fragmentation; 4. Stewardship planning provides opportunities to involve private
landowners in habitat protection; 5. Lands remain in private ownership and provide local property taxes; 6. Encourages traditional forest
uses.

How does the request  address MN habitats that have: historical value to f ish and wildlif e, wildlif e
species of  greatest  conservation need, MN County Biological Survey data, and/or rare, threatened
and endangered species inventories:

This proposal's central goal is to protect critical habitat parcels strategically located within, adjacent to, or as connecting corridors
between existing public ownerships or other protected lands. Information regarding fish and wildlife habitat, wildlife species in
greatest conservation need, MN County Biological Survey data, threatened and endangered species inventories would be incorporated
in the selection criteria for parcel selection. Easement terms and forest stewardship plans would address species and habitat elements
specific to the property.

Describe the science based planning and evaluation model used:

The science based planning comes from DNR's strategic land asset management planning process. Parcels selected will have habitat
benefits, provide management and recreational access, be key inholdings in DNR ownerships and/or connect state ownership parcels.

Which sections of  the Minnesota Statewide Conservation and Preservation Plan are applicable to this
program:

H3 Improve connectivity and access to recreation
LU8 Protect large blocks of forest land

Which other plans are addressed in this program:

Minnesota DNR Strategic Conservation Agenda
Outdoor Heritage Fund: A 25 Year Framework

Which LSOHC section priorit ies are addressed in this program:
No rthern Fo rest:

Provide access to manage habitat on landlocked public properties or protect forest land from parcelization and fragmentation
through fee acquisition, conservation or access easement

Relationship to other f unds:
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Not Listed

How does this program accelerate or supplement your current ef f orts in this area:

Current efforts to employ conservation easements are sometimes hampered by the landowner's unwillingness to consider easement
sales. This proposal adds a new way to protect by easement in what is a two-step process where we first secure the fee title and then
resell the parcel with a state held conservation easement on the property. Although this process adds time and cost to the process, the
land ultimately is protected by the appropriate protection tool and remains in private ownership.

Per MS 97A.056, Subd. 24, Any state agency or organization requesting a direct  appropriat ion f rom the
OHF must inf orm the LSOHC at  the t ime of  the request  f or f unding is made, whether the request  is
supplanting or is a substitution f or any previous f unding that was not f rom a legacy f und and was
used f or the same purpose:

Not Listed

Describe the source and amount of  non-OHF money spent f or this work in the past:

Not Listed

How will you sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are expended:

All lands protected through permanent conservation easements will be sustained through standards and practices for conservation
easement stewardship that have been developed and implemented in the forest easement program over the past 15 years. Our
easement stewardship program incorporates annual landowner meetings, annual on-site monitoring of all properties, records
management, responding to landowner inquiries, tracking ownership changes and addressing and resolving easement violations.
Funding for the easement stewardship is included in the current proposal. Stewardship funds will be transferred to the easement
stewardship account and interest earned from the account will fund the annual stewardship and monitoring work for the easement. All
easements will have baseline property reports, forest stewardship plans and easement monitoring plans prepared prior to closing of
the project.

Explain the things you will do in the f uture to maintain project  outcomes:

Year S o urce o f Funds S tep 1 S tep 2 S tep 3
June  30, 2023 o r
a t co mpletio n
o f
co nserva tio n
ea sements .

O HF

Tra ns fer funds  to  dedica ted
stewa rdshp a cco unt per O HF
a ppro pria tio n a nd
a cco mplishment pla n.

Develo p Ea sement
Mo nito ring  Pla ns  a nd
Ba se line  Pro perty Repo rts
prio r to  clo s ing .

Develo p Fo rest Stewa rdship
Pla ns  prio r to  clo s ing .

Perpetua lly,
a nnua lly O HF funded Dedica ted Stewa rdship Acco unt Mo nito r ea sements  a nnua lly

a nd enfo rce  ea sement terms .

Annua l la ndo wner meeting s
a nd o n-s ite  vis its  to  ea sement
pro perties .

Review fo rest ma na g ement
a ctivities  a nnua lly a nd upda te
Fo rest Stewa rdship Pla ns
perio dica lly.

Activity Details:

If funded, this program will meet all applicable criteria set forth in MS 97A.056 - Yes

Will there be planting of corn or any crop on OHF land purchased or restored in this program - No

Will the eased land be open for public use - No

Is the land you plan to acquire (easement) free of any other permanent protection - Yes

Are there currently trails or roads on any of the acquisitions on the parcel list - Yes

Describe the types of trails or roads and the allowable uses:

Roads: Timber management access roads are present for vehicle use necessary for timber management activities. These also provide
ingress and egress to public lands. 
Recreational Trails: Snowmobile trails may be present for winter snowmobile use. 
Other routes: Non-maintained routes originally developed for timber management but not maintained. Provide pedestrian access.
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Will the trails or roads remain and uses continue to be allowed after OHF acquisition - Yes

How will maintenance and monitoring be accomplished:

Roads, trails and routes will be maintained by the owner; monitoring will occur during the annual easement monitoring visits.

Will new trails or roads be developed or improved as a result of the OHF acquisition - No

Accomplishment T imeline:

Activity Appro ximate Date Co mpleted
Identify la ndo wners . June 30, 2018 a nd o ng o ing
Acquire  pa rce ls  in fee . June 30, 2023
Co mplet ea sements  fo r individua l pa rce ls . June  30, 2023
Rese ll a cquired pa rce ls  subject to  ea s ements . June 30, 2019 a nd o ng o ing
Dedica te  ea sement funds  fo r ea sement mo nito ring  a nd s tewa rdship. June 30, 2023
Ro ll o ver funding , identify a dditio na l la ndo wners  a nd beg in a  a dditio na l ro unds  o f fee  a cquis itio ns , es ta blish
ea sements  a nd res e ll pro perties . o ng o ing

D ate o f  Final  Rep o rt S ub miss io n: 11/1/2023

Federal Funding:

Do you anticipate federal funds as a match for this program - No

Outcomes:
P ro g rams in the no rthern fo rest reg io n:

Forestlands are protected from development and fragmentation Forestlands are protected from development and fragmentation. This
project will permanently protect approximately 379 acres of private forestland with conservation easements that will prevent fragmentation
and conversion of forestlands and protect habitat from destructive uses.
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Budget Spreadsheet

Budget reallocations up to 10% do not require an amendment to the Accomplishment Plan

Ho w wil l  this  p ro g ram acco mmo d ate the red uced  ap p ro p riatio n reco o mend atio n fro m the o rig inal  p ro p o sed  req uested
amo unt

The programs outputs will be reduced in direct proportion to the reduction of the requested amount i.e. we will accomplish
approximately 37%  of the orginal protection acres.

T o tal  Amo unt o f  Req uest: $ 1000000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Perso nnel $32,000 $0 $32,000
Co ntra cts $15,000 $0 $15,000
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $0 $0 $0
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $770,000 $0 $770,000
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $50,000 $0 $50,000
Tra ve l $3,000 $0 $3,000
Pro fess io na l Services $125,000 $0 $125,000
Direct Suppo rt Services $4,000 $0 $4,000
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $0 $0 $0
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $1,000 $0 $1,000
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0

To ta l $1,000,000 $0 $1,000,000

P erso nnel

Po sitio n FT E O ver # o f years LS O HC Request Anticipated Leverag e Leverag e S o urce T o ta l
Pro g ra m co o rdina to r 0.05 5.00 $32,000 $0 $32,000

To ta l 0.05 5.00 $32,000 $0 $32,000

Amount of Request: $1,000,000
Amount of Leverage: $0
Leverage as a percent of the Request: 0.00%
DSS + Personnel: $36,000
As a %  of the total request: 3.60%

Ho w d id  yo u d etermine which p o rtio ns  o f  the D irect S up p o rt S ervices  o f  yo ur shared  sup p o rt services  is  d irect to  this  p ro g ram:

Not Listed
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 379 0 379
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 379 0 379

T ab le 2. T o tal  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $1,000,000 $0 $1,000,000
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $1,000,000 $0 $1,000,000

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban Fo rest Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie N Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 379 379
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 0 0 379 379

T ab le 4. T o tal  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban Fo rest Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie N Fo rest T o ta l
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,000,000 $1,000,000
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,000,000 $1,000,000

T ab le 5. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands Pra iries Fo rest Habitats
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $2639 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0
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T ab le 6. Averag e C o st p er Acre b y Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro /Urban Fo rest/Pra irie S E Fo rest Pra irie No rthern Fo rest
Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $2639
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Automatic system calculation / not entered by managers

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles

0
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Parcel List

For restoration and enhancement programs ONLY: Managers may add, delete, and substitute projects on this parcel list based upon need, readiness,
cost, opportunity, and/or urgency so long as the substitute parcel/project forwards the constitutional objectives of this program in the Project Scope

table of this accomplishment plan. The final accomplishment plan report will include the final parcel list.

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

No parcels with an activity type restore or enhance.

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

Becker
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 14136227 78 $0 No No No

Cass
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 14431224 160 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 14529217 40 $0 No No No

Hubbard
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 14033226 80 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 14232217 80 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 14232218 160 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 14232219 40 $0 No No No

Itasca
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 06123212 80 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 06123213 75 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 06223221 205 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 14625214 80 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 15025215 320 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 15025224 120 $0 No No No

St. Louis
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 06020207 40 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 06020218 40 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 06021201 40 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 06119229 200 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 06120221 157 $0 No No No
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Wadena
Name T RDS Acres Est Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ?

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 13533215 120 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 13834210 320 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 13834219 40 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 13834220 160 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 13834225 40 $0 No No No

Revo lving  Acco unt
Ha bita t 13834230 80 $0 No No No

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

No parcels with an activity type protect and has buildings.

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Parcel Map

Forest Habitat Protection Revolving Account

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend
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